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great poetess, but about her style of letter-writing  CHAP.

there (Jan. bo only one opinion.    In the large collec- v__J_

tiou of her writings, which Count Labanoff has 15(i7-
edited, in seven volumes, there are hundreds of
unquestioned letters from the Queen's hand. In
these good taste is discernible throughout; in none
of them is there any approach to rudeness of thought
and inelegance of expression such as very offensively
make their appearance in the disputed writings, and
this feature of them has accordingly been, readily
regarded as an obvious sign that in reality they
originated rather with a man than a woman.
These writings in many respects likewise awaken
doubt by their contents, when the events and cir-
cumstances to which they point are subjected to a
closer comparison with what is known from other
historical authorities in reference to the same facts.
This holds good particularly in respect to their
chronological arrangement. One of the so-called
marriage contracts, or more correctly, one of the
promises on. the Queen's part of marriage with
Bothwell, the originals of which, along with the
remaining writings, had been produced at the con-
ference in England, thus states, in opposition, to the
letters and sonnets, on. what day and at what place
this document was drawn up ; it is dated, from Seton
the 5th April-1 5G7.1 The Queen must, therefore,
according to it, have consented to many Bothwell
boforo the latter carried her off on the 24th April
In the KJtino document of the 5th April, mention is
also made in more than one place that a process of
divorce between, the Earl of Botliwoll and his wife

1 The promise is contained in     234-:i7, and in Toulot, LcJtns, pp.
Luing,   lI.iHtory   of  Scotland,   ii.     107-110.
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